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Reports have come to our attention 
:nts of violence in connection wi_th e: 



Accord ir-~ to a February 24, lv67 



r ega rding 

incidents of violence in connection wi_th efforts to # 

organize far"! workers in RiD Grande City, near Corpus ^ 
Christi, Texas * • -• - - ■■-- ~ r-_i _.. -s a i .-, zn 

s tDr ' 
February 

carrying produce to a broker buying vegetables for th< 
U=S = Army, was "run off" the road by three persons >n* _ 
another vehicle. Persons subsequently arrested - by.. 1 
local authorities on charges relating to this incident 
been identified as individuals r ec.cn t ^f}arres ted 
with d cto n s tr a t ion s for -the U_U_i ted Farm 



'isti, Texas. According to a i-coruary <l<>, , ivo/, ^ 
iry in the Harlingcn. T exas £J>\LLEY MORNING STAR, on I 
sruary 22. a truck owned b y La C a s i t a Fams, Inc., * 



have 

in conjunction 

VJ o r it e r s f s a n i z i n 



5 _Coi mit tec (UFWOC) . L 



reportedly has been the target of a UFVJOC campaign 
gricultural laborers in Rio Grande City 



Farm / 



to 



organize a 
An 



editorial of Dcccr.ber 30, 1966, in LA 
Spanish-English weekly newspaper published 
Corpus Christi, also nakes reference to "recent violeD* 
in Rio Grande City regarding labor organis- 
ing difficulties anong the far:: workers of the Rio -^T^- 

would appreciate being advised -oT 

of the particular acts non- 
violence which have cd«c to yr>ur attention. We *il4^j^- 
then be in. a position to determine v;ha t , if any, inv«ft* 
^ation should be undertaken. ■.--"' 
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the situation generally and 
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Mr. Fred X. Vinson, jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 

Director, FBI 



March 21, 1967 
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Reference is nade to your memorandum dated 
March 15, MfiT^CDepartment file 144-74-835). which requested 
advice as to certain activities of the captioned Committee. 

Our files reveal th at in 1966, the United Fara 
Workers Organizing Commit tee (UFTOC) merged vith the latlonal 
Farm Workers Association (HFWA). Since October, 1965, con- - — 
slderable information received. by this Bureau has been furnished 
to the Becords Administration Office o f t he Department relating 
both to Communist infiltration of the I7VA and various demon- 
strations by such organisation in connection vith efforts to 
organize farm workers in Texas and in California. This infor- 
mation sets forth particular incidents as veil as the general 

lituation regarding labor organizing difficulties among the 

farm workers. (161-4719-31; 100-444762) 
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In addition, information has been received from the 

that 
ten 
.individuals on charges of disturbing the peace ebon the? 
.entered the premises of the victim corporation to harass the 
nonunion workers. Reportedly, the re were among those arrested 
two individuals connected with UFWOC and five religious leaders* i 
All of the persons srrested were released after posting #100 = ~ 
personal recognizance bond* 

It is suggested you may wish to review information ___ 
in Department files prior to any investigation being instituted 
by this Snreau* 9o further actios will be taken by the TBI in v 
the captioned matter in the absence of afspecilic request trpm ^ 



the Department. 
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JRA : cmh i . . .. 

APR 4 1967 

"TUUL HOOM 1 I TELETYPE UNIT 




#" 



3 



—*& 



NOTE: 

Criminal Division advised of alleged violence as 
reported in newspapers concerning labor organizing activities 
of captioned Committee with regard to laborers of the victim 
corporation; requested advice of the situation generally 
and particular acts of violence coming to our attention; 
and indicated it would determine whether investigation was 
warranted under Anti-Racketeering <AH) Statute (18 USC 1951) 
which prohibits extortionate demands induced by violence, 

■ No investigation under AR is being instituted since 

labor organizational activities are not considered extortion 
as defined in AR Statute. 
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Our investigation as to possible Communist infiltration 
of NFWA, independent labor union (now known as UFWOC) , in the 
past did not indicate it was controlled by Communists, but that 
Communist Party members or sympathizers have furnished support 
in certain activities concerning grape growers in California, 
Various demonstrations by this organization in form of marches ^ 
and auto caravans during 1966, were reportedly for the purpose 
of focusing attention on the organization by obtaining publicity. 

San Antonio and Houston Offices being requested by 
separate communication to keep Bureau advised of any furtker s - 
incidents which occur relating to the organizational attempts 
of the union in the Rio Grande Valley. 
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(63-3417) (Edc.) 
(63-3357) (Enc.) 





Ban Antonio 
Director, FBI 

4.UEEX0WH SUBJECTS 

^jarUED-ElLRIIJWWCKRS ORGAyrZTMG JQHMITWS 
«" M-CASl^fABJB. JOffi^- TICTII 
AITI-EACKETIEKIBG 



Forwarded herewith to each office is one copy 
of meoorandUB froa the Criminal Division of the Department 
dated 3/15/67. which is self-explanatory. 

For the information of the field, the Bureau has 
responded to the Criminal Division memorandum advising that 
our f ilea reveal in 1966, the United Vera Workers Organising 
Committee (U FWOC ) merged with the national Farm Yorkers 
association (XFVA). She Department ess advised that alnoe 
October, 1965, conaiderable inforaatioa received by the 
Bureau has been furnished to the Department relating both 
to Conaunist Infiltration of MTVA and various demonstrations 
by such organization in connection vith efforts to organise 
faro workers in Texas and in California. In addition, the - 
Dapart acpt m in formednflnfor nntlon received fro s the 

concerning the arres^ona/l/OT, ox ten - individuals on 

of disturbing the pence when they entered the premises of 

victim corporation to harass nonunion workers. It 

the Department may wish to review information in its files grit 

to any investigation being instituted by the Bureau, and was 

Department was advised no further action will be taken by saw ~ 

FBI in the absence of a specific request froa the Departs****- 

Jk» specific investigation is being requested «t_ _ 
this time, tat each of flee should insure that the Bureau *"_-. 
is promptly advised of any Incidents which arise In the - — 
future relating to organisational attempts or other activities 
of the captioned Committee In the Bio Grande Valley. -\';~~~- 



1 — Los Angeles 
1 - 100-444762 
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Letter to BACs, Sous ton, Ban Antonio 
HE: UXBUBS; TOUTED PARK WOftKERS 
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 



Any such Incidents coning to your attention should 
bo furnished to the Bureau promptly by appropriate coanusloa- 
tions bearing captions pertaining to particular actlTlties 
of the Cowaittee and, in any event, LHM's suitable for dissesin 
tion should be subsitted. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, U.S. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 
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..U-Max ,1961. 



Respectfully referred to 
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Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D C 

Dear Sir 

_The^ attached letter from 

'is self-explanatory. 

It is submitted to you for 
vhatever consideration you can give 
it commensurate vith your policies. 

I am also sending £ 
letter to the Attorney General as vrell 
as the Commissioner of Immigration and 
the Labor Department. 

With my regards always, I am 



Very resvectfuli 
E. (Ki 
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M. C, 15th District. 
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Rangers Stand 
By As Melon | 
Season Opens ' 



t RIO 6RAVDE ctty - 

' uion claiming it ng draw- 
__jSupport for i majority of Rk> ; 

Grande Valley farm workers. 

said Monday It va< waiting for; 

the right moment to make Its 

move against south Tex 13 m elon 

CiWfifi P«CU* tana? thai the 

Brtoa wauld pnbetty mat* tta 
mo^T .'ater a* week "We mil! 
det'nr.ifle at what pout w* can 
hurt r *wm the most ami move 
at thai pout." Padilla said. 

PufUa. a unian nee president 
md Hie umcm kail commitments 
from rail, truck and Jwphnre- 
naen * pnox i» hold up trans- 
porranon of Ukf crop if ft Is 
bar\e>ied. 

BO'h anion and a spokesman 
for La L'asita Farms said Tex- 
as Bangers wen around, watch- 
ing pickets. The union— Ihe In- 
■ lied Farm Workers Organizing 
(Comuuuee— sent about 40 pick- 
seven Rjo Grande VaiJey 



.^; : ~'£:: : 




. - 



■^fann in the area.' ran> busloads 
iof Mexican uttooaai sacked 
*«yaioupes under a •earthing 
*"»• - i 

The pickets carried <1g» say.' 
mg wa la HueJga (Locg Live 
■the Strike)" and taw rati, black 
and itajte Vextm strike flag. 

Th»> ar;wi vice president sa.d 
*f »a* rwifideut alm<*<t all of 
'.?* »«TKm «««ld go aiofljc iris* 
* o*** fwnie<t to s:r-' o." 'V 



J He said ibe union has not ask 

"Jed the workers yet bat he be 

Jlieved the request would bi 

,; honored almost unanimously. 

i Bay Rochester, general mana 

|ger of La Casiia Farms, saic 

jbe was sure the umon— the L'n 

i ited Farm Workers Orgaiuans. 

- (Committee— would do all it 1*00111 
;to stop the shipment of melons 
'» "This » the second melon sea- 

^son they has a been here a** 
■ nai*^^ ^« aStneOunjj? 
;, Rochester sajd. 

t He said the union would Vise 
-too much face 1/ It did not act 

.'during the curr»nt harvest. 

'.\ The cantaloupe .harvest began 
moving Into full swing Monday. 
Rochester said the honeydew 
harvest would probably begin' 
1*1* this week or early next 
!»!♦*. Honeydew melons ace the: 
.major La Casita melon crop., 
jibe farm produces about U9,-| 
,000 boxes of boneydrwi and 
.about 40.000 boxes ' of eanta-: 
.loupes. 

I Padilla said the union would 

jaho try •• stop the harvest by 

'asking Mexican labor unions to 

■ prohibit their nationals from 

1 helping South Texas farmers 

- get in their crops. 
' "We will play our cards close 

I and pick the strategic time," 
".Padilla said. "There m no doubt 
when we do move we will cause 
senous economic toss." 
Rochester said an announced, 
boycott jgainst-L 

products las been to- 
;;tafly ineffective. He predicted 
■the sam* resalt for « ui upo s cd 
"">>>coT! against ateloiu. 

"ft fa hard to boycott produce 
-that is shipped from Hu^t u> 
:San Francisco," ba said. 
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Honorable Kika de la Garza 
House of Representatives 
Washington, O. C. 20515 

My dear Congressman: 



I have received your communication of May 11th, 



with enclosures. 



% -.y>i'j. 




LL. ■ 



Vou may wish to advise your constituent, 
of McAllen, Texas, that substantially the same information she 
furnished y^ou had previously been given to this Bureau. We advised 
the Departfient of Justice of this matter and they have not requested 
us to conduct any Investigation. She may wish to direct further In- 
quiries concerning this subject to Honorable Fred M. Vinson, Jr. , 
Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division, United States Depart 
ment of Jus%lce| Washington, D. C. 20530. 
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Sincerely yours, 

X TTU t-. 
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NOTE: Cordial relations maintained with Congressman de la Garza v 
has requested he be addressed as above. Bufiles contain no record o; 

_ Enclosures included (J |^letter comment 

upon a labor strike by melon farm workers m the Rio Grande Valley e 
an article from an unknown newspaper reporting the strike. 

, Criminal Division advised of alleged violence as 

reported in "newspapers concerning labor organizing activities of 
captioned Committee*with regard to laborers of the victim corporatic 
(La Casita Farms, Inc. \ (grUnit ed Far m Workers OrganLtJnglPom 
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Honorable Kika de la Garza 



NOTE CONTINUED: 

requested advice of the situation generally and particular acts of 
1 violence coming to our attention; and indicated it would determine 

^ whether investigation was warranted under Anti-Racketeering (AR) Statute 

V (18 USC 1951) which prohibits extortionate demands induced by violence. 

^ No investigation under AR is being instituted since 

labor organizational activities are not considered extortion as defined 
in AR Statute. 

* Our investigation as to possible Communist infiltration 

;. of NFWA, independent labor union (now known as UFWOC), in the past 

did not indicate it was controlled by Communists, but that Communist 
Party members or sympathizers have furnished support in certain 
activities concerning grape growers in California. Various demonstrations 
by this organization in form of marches and auto caravans during 1966, _ 
were reportedly for the purpose of focusing attention on the organization 
by obtaining publicity. 



San Antonio and Houston Office were requested by 
separate communication to keep Bureau advised^ of any further incidents 
which occur relating to the organizational attempts of the union in the 
Rio Grande Valley. 
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To: SAC, San Antonio (62-3269) 

From: Director, FBI (100-444762) 

ACTIVITIES CONCERNING FAE11 WORKERS 

8THIKS IN 110 GRANDE CITY, TEXAS _ 

MIFCEtlANEOtJS- INFORMATION CONCERNING /, 

// .- ■ ■'■■'■, ■/■■ /'■- ',''"' ■■'-' 

ReSAtol 5/13/67, no copies to Houston or Los Angeles. 

San Antonio should Incorporate information contained 
in referenced teletype into an LHM suitable for dissemination,*** 
and submit to Bureau by return mail. ^ ,_ 

The Criminal Division of the Department has previously 
expressed an interest in the activities of the United Faro 
Workers Organizing Committee and dissemination of various^ «r -, 
incidents is being made to that Division, among others. Bureau 
instructions regarding submission of such LIDls is set forth in 
Bureau airtel -to Houston and San Antonio dated 3/22/67. You 
should «ee that such Instructions are followed in the future/ 
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\iy HOUSTOF REPRESENTATIVES, U.S. 

A<4 WASHINGTON, D.C. 



.15..M?.y. 196 1 



Respectfully referred to 



Director 

F^cieral Bureau of Investigation 
Justice Department 
Washington, D C 

Dear Sir 

The attached is submitted 
for -whatever consideration you can give 
it commensurate with your policies. 



With my thanks and regards, I 



am 



\ 



Very respectfully, » /" v 



E* (Kika) de Ic 



A 



Garza 



-,/-n r^\3V&. M- C, 15th District. 
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HON KIKA DE LA GARZA 

HOUSE OFFICE BLDG VASHDC 



|WE ARE URGING GOVERNOR CONNALLY FOR THE TEXAS RANGERS SUPPORT 
THE TEXAS RANGERS HAVE BEEN MOST HELPFUL IN MAINTAINING LAW 
AND ORDER DURING THE PAST WEEK IN STARR COUNTY THI? HAS BEEN 
HELPFUL TO THE EJ*H*E RIO GRANDE VALLEY. UNION ORGANIZERS ARE 
MAKING NO PROGRESS AND DO NOT HAVE THE SUPPORT OF THE WORKERS. 
THE UNION OPENLY BOASTS THEY WILL RUIN WE GROWERS IF WE DO 
NOT SUBMIT TO UNION DEMANDS ANY ASSISTANCE YOU CAN GIVE WILL 
BE GREATL Y APPR ECIATED 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, U.S. 
WASHINGTON, DC. 

-...„..15..!fey___„ .1961. 

ReapectfuUy referred to 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Justice Dspartment 
Washington, D C 

Dear Sir 

The attached is submitted 
ifor whatever consideration jpu can give 
it commensurate with your policies. 



\ 



With my thanks and regards, 



I am 



*^m 



Very respectfully, , r 

(Kikci) de Id Garza 

M. C, 15th District. 
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Mr. Cajlik* 
Mr. Conrad. 
Mr. Felt 
Mr. Gale 
Mr. Rnse 
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Mr. Trotier_ 
Tole. Room_ 
Miss Hvlmes. 
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HARLINGEN TEX 15 JOOP CST 
^HONORABLE £ DE LA GARZA 7 

;.£p*H0USE CEF ICE euilding VASHQC _ 

WE HAVE TODAY URGED GOVERNOR CONNALLY TO CONTINUE TO HAVE THE 
^■y'TK^ RANGERS IN STARR COUNTY AS THEY HAVE BEEN VITAL TO MAINTAINING 
UW/fe? ORDER WHILE OUR MELON HARVEST CONTINUES. NO STRIKE 
" EXISTS'BUT THE LABOR AGITATORS OPENLY THREATEN TO RUIV OUR C 

3R0VERS-IF THEY DON'T SUBMIT TO UNION DEMAND:*. THE hARRASSKENT 

THATTSnw S ITATA RH5~HAS~3EEN~Sj £^E?tIc™TT^ORi\f "TFfT P "a fl - ™ "~~ 

rEAR IS DEPLCRA5LE AND THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SHOULD INTERVENE 

AMD PUT A STOP TO IT. ANY ASSISTANCE YOU CAN GIVE WILL BE APPRECIATED 
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May 19, 1967 
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Honorable Kika de la Garza 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

My dear Congressman: 

I have received your communications of May 15th to- 
gether with c opies of the t elegrams sent to you by Messrs. 
and] 



You may wish to advise them that we have previously 
brought to the attention of the Department of Justice substantially the 
same information which they have furnished you. To date ~we ha ve 

not been requested to conduct any Investigation.. 

and^mfmay desire to direct further Inquiries concerning this 
matter to Honorable Fred M. Vinson, Jr. , Assistypt Attorney General, 
Criminal Division, United States Department of Justice, TE&ahlngton, 
D. C. 20530. aCn _ 
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MAILED 6 



MAY 1 !i 1967 



FBI 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover. 
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*$K)TE:\Cordml relations maintained with de la Garza who has requested 
^ /tajbe accessed as above. Wi f^BHHHB ls not identifiable in Unfiles, 
j antUhe Xa Casita Farm s lias been the object of union activity. Enclosures. 
f were telegrams noting that onion organizers for the fruit growers in 'Starr' 
County l Tepcas, have threatened to ruin the growers if they do not submit 
to, union detnands. 4The Criminal Division of the Department was last .J 
advised oiafie'ge'o'' Violence concerning this labor movement on March 14 
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Honorable Kika de la. Garza 







The Unite d Farm Wor kexfijCtrganizing Committee has been investigated 
by the~Bureau. It was determined that while the union was not communist 
controlled, Communist Party members or sympathizers have furnished 
support in certain activities concerning the grape growers in California. 
No investigation under the Anti-Racketeering Statute was instituted as 
labor organizational activities are not considered extortion as defined 
under the Statute. San Antonio and Houston Offices were requested to keep 
the Bureau advised of further incidents relating to the organizational 
attempts of the union in Rio Grande Valley. Governor John Connally is 
on the Special Correspondents' List. The Director wrote Congressman 
de la Garza on 5-16-67 in connection with another constituent inquir y 
on this matter. During the investigation of Billie Sol Estes 
name was noted in the appointment books of 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum i : 



to . MIU DeLOACHS/ 



yi 



Jy^" 



1 - DeLoach 1 -a 
Rosen 1 — \ 
1 - Sullivan 



DATE: July 7, 1967 



from : S. B. DONAHOEjfC 

subject: ACTIVITIES CONCERNING FARM WORKERS STRIKE 
RIO GRANDE CITY, TEXAS 
MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING 




Mrs. Mildred Stegall called from the White House 
this afternoon. She advised that Marvin Watson, Special 
Assistant to the President, is under the impression that the 
FBI has investigated and prepared a report on a series of 
incidents involving farm workers in Rio Grande City, Texas. 
I told Mrs. Stegall that I had no recollection of any over- 
all investigation of this situation but that I would check 
and we would send over a memorandum. 

As a matter of background, the United Farm Workers 
Organizing Committee, also known as the National Farm Workers fe 
Association, has been involved in organizational and strike \ 
activities in Rio Grande City for some time directed against -^ 
fruit and vegetable producers. We have received and disseminated 
considerable data regarding this situation. We have also conduced 
several civil rights inquiries as a result of allegations of mis- 
treatment and denial of civil rights by law enforcement officers 
in connection with the strike of f am workers in that area. j --: 

ACTION : 

The General Investigative Division should prepare 
a concise, factual memorandum reviewing the background of this 
situation in Rio Grande Cityf indicating the exte nt and n atur e 
of our investigative activity in connection with the situation 
A cover letter should be prepared to Mrs. Stegall forwarding 
the memorandum in response to iier request. This should be 
, expedited 
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